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authenticity of tliis date5. Warton seems to regard
it as the identical play performed at Constance. If
this notion be well founded, Parfre must have been
merely the translator or transcriber, or he might have
compiled a new play from older materials, as the re-
presentation at Constance took place nearly a century
prior to the date given by Hawkins. It bears a close
resemblance both in language and incident to the
Chester Mystery; but as the comparison can- be so
readily instituted, it is unnecessary to supply extracts.
The comic character of Watkin the " Messanger," a
boaster and a coward, and who may be regarded as
the Sir Kay6 of Herod's court, appears to have
been substituted for Sir Lancelot and Sir Grimbald,
wrho figure in the latter. The introduction of these
knights of romance at the court of Judaea, and the
defiance which they breathe against a King of Scot-
land, are amusing instances of that total disregard of
all chronological accuracy apparent in these homely
compositions. We find that Herod upon many occa-
sions appeals to Mahound or Mahomet as the object
of his adoration. This was an effectual mode of in-
creasing the indignation of the audience against his
atrocious massacre, " from the generous contempt in
which our ancestors held infidels of every descrip-
tion7.5' In the Townley Mystery, intituled Magnus
Her'odes, there is a boast of Herod's near relationship
to the Prophet, being styled " Cousyn to Mahowne;"
and in the play of Candlemas-day, the King, at the

5  Hawkins on the Origin of the English Drama, vol. i. p. 3.

6 Sir Kay, it will be remembered, was foster brother of King
Arthur, and also seneschal of his feasts; " always boasting of his
prowess, often fighting, and as often beaten."* See Way's Fa-
bliaux, i. 203, (edit. 1815.)

7  Rose's Partenopex de Blois, p. 145.   In le Mystere de la
Conception, &c. we are told " que 1'auteur fait Herode Payen;
Cirinus, Gouverneur de Judee, Mahometan.'*   Bibl. du Theat.
FrancjoiSj i. 59.